H.R.3380 REPRESENTATIVE LETTER
Dear Representative (LAST NAME):
As one of the 232 million adults in this country who consume dietary supplements each day, I am writing to ask you to sign on as a cosponsor to H.R.3380, the Dietary Supplement Protection Act. 

Congress enacted the Dietary Supplement Health and Education Act (DSHEA) in 1994. Then there were only 4,000 supplements being sold to Americans. In 2006, there were 29,000 safe supplements being consumed by fifty-three (53%) of all Americans. Since enactment of DSHEA, there has been 17 years of historical consumer use-safety experience conducted by millions of Americans under the DSHEA law. FDA regulations governing manufacturer good manufacturing practices, dietary supplement adverse event reporting, and private sector voluntary testing and auditing for supplement quality and purity have been in place to ensure consumer safety. These mechanisms did not exist before 1994.
H.R.3380 simply moves the dietary supplement and supplement ingredient grandfathering date in current law forward from 1994 to 2007. Moving the date forward would classify supplements that have been introduced and consumed by Americans for 13 years as being ‘‘generally recognized as safe’’ for human consumption. Moving the date forward would not exempt these supplements from any other FDA regulations on the books.

The 1994 exemption date no longer recognizes the safe market in supplements that has developed, how intensively supplements have and are being regulated, nor the dramatic increase in safe dietary-supplement consumer use. The grandfather date in the DSHEA law should be updated to reflect these marketplace realities. 
I sincerely hope you will join as a cosponsor on this bill for the best interests of thousands of dietary-supplement consumers in the District, and nationally.

Sincerely,

