The Honorable (Senator First and Last Name)
 
Dear Senator (Last Name);
 
     As one of your constituents, I strongly oppose the McCain/Dorgan Dietary Supplement Act of 2010.  The misleading title begins the charade towards gutting the Dietary Supplement Health & Education Act of 1994 (DSHEA).  When the U.S. unanimously passed DSHEA, it took away the FDA's arbitrary powers over supplements.  Now, this bill would create a Euro-style "positive list" of "acceptable" new dietary ingredients.  "Acceptable" only to an appointed bureaucrat, which is totally unnecessary.  Failure to comply would result in punitive fines upon such a company selling or distributing a product not being accepted.
 

     Another horror of this bill is the proposed change in the definition of an adverse event to be reported to the FDA concerning any supplement.  McCain and Dorgan want to change the events to be reported from "serious adverse" events to any "adverse events."  This is unacceptable to me as a consumer as I know supplements have the safest record of any consumable product.  Senator McCain touts as his reason for the bill as a need for the government to protect athletes from possible harm due to a supplement.  This is nonsense.
 

     This bill is a complete disaster from start to finish.  The FDA has a history of subverting the Dietary Supplement Health & Education Act.  You must not co-sponsor this power-grabbing bill and not destroy an entire industry due to McCain and Dorgan allowing special-interest groups to advance their own pro-pharmaceutical agenda against natural health products.
 

     Oppose the bill and vote against it.  How you vote will definitely be remembered.
 

Sincerely,
